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Palitical prisoners health conditionin Burma

Sep 1, 2005 - The National League for Democracy (NLD) elected representative (MP) of
Rangoon Mayanggone Township, Dr. May Win Myint who has been detained at Insein Jail issuffering
from high blood pressure, heart and eye diseases, according to her husband Win Myint who went to see
her at the prison recently.

“I learnt that her eyesarered because sheissuffering from high blood pressure,” Win Myint told
DVB. “Asfor therest, sheislooking after herself. Normally, she used to check her eyesat the hospital
onceamonth.”

Similarly, Dr. Than Nyein who isbeing detained at Prome (Pyay) Prisonissuffering fromliver,
gastricand urinal diseases and he has not been all owed to see proper doctorsfor ayear, accordingtohis
family.

TheMP of Lashio Than Htay who hasbeen detained at Kale Prison in northwest Burmanear
Indiawasalowedto seehisfamily membersand heissaid to befine. However, they faced many kindsof
difficultiesontheir way to see him from northeastern Burmanear China.

Therearetill 14 M Pslanguishing in prisonsthroughout Burma.
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Burmeselawyer AyeMyint detained again

Sep 5, 2005 - AyeMyint, aHigh Court lawyer from Pegu, Pegu Divisionin central Burmawas
detained again within last week by local authoritiesfor standing up for farmerswhosefarmlandswerein
danger of being confiscated by theauthorities.

Thelocd authoritiesat Daik-U confiscated some paddy fieldsbe ong to farmersin Phaungdawthi
Village, Aye Myint reported the matter to Rangoon-based | nternational Labour Organisation (ILO) office,
and theauthoritieshad to return thefarmlandsto thefarmers.

The elected representative (M P) of Pegu, MyaHIlatold DV B that Aye Myint was arrested with
the so-called Act 5C and detained at Daik-U Prison.

AyeMyint wasreleased from Insein prison in early 2005 after hewas arrested on 20 July 2003
and given life sentence on 28 November of that year for reporting thelocal authorities' forced labour
practicestothelLO. Hewasred eased because of pressuresfromthelLO and human rightsorganizations.

After hewasreleased, Aye Myint told DV B that he wasimprisoned by the order from thetop,
which wasadeath sentencewith an act named 1221.

“Then, they treated thethree of uslike dogs. They sent usinto the death sentence cell with hoods,”
AyeMyint said. The other two were Shwe Mahn and MinKyi.

Arakan MPKyaw Min’s case latest @

Sep 6, 2005 - Burmesemilitary authoritieshad alowed two lawyersfor Arakan State Buthidaung
Township el ected representative (MP) Kyaw Minwho has been detained at Rangoon Insein Jail, to copy
the sentence passed upon him.

Two High Court lawyers, Pe Tinand HlaTheinweredlowed to copy thelegd writ on 1 September
and they are preparing to lodge appeal on beha f of Kyaw Min, according to sourcescloseto hisfamily.

Moreover, Kyaw Minisgtill not allowed to see hisfamily membersand the permission hasto be
gpplied at thelnterior AffairsMinistry. Hisfamily friendsing sted that the authoritiesare abusing therights
the prisoner isentitled to.
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Kyaw Minwasarrested in March and he wastried behind closed doorsin Insein Jail without having
accessto legal representatives. On 29 July, hewas given a47-year prison term and hiswife and two
children who had nothing to dowith hiscasewereeach given 17 years.

Sep 8, 2005 - Thehealth condition of the chief organizing committee member of MagweDivision
National Leaguefor Demaocracy (NLD) incentral Burmaand Thayet Township NLD Secretary, Ko Oo
whoisbeing detained at Thayet Jail, issaid to be deteriorating.

He hasbeen suffering from arthritisand heisbeing treated in the prison clinic for morethan a
month with gastric diseases. Now, hisstomach isunableto take any solid food, only taking liquid. Heis
also very thin and weak, according to hisson Aung Kyaw M oewho went to see him at the prisonon 8
September.

“Asfor hishedth, my father’ sbody weight has gone down one-thirds and he has becomevery
thin,” Aung Kyaw Moetold DVB. “Before, hewasvery divebut now hisface doesn’'t ook very fresh.

Headded that hisfather istaking medicinesfor hisarthritic complaintswhilehisstomachisswollen
and he keeps on vomiting when he eats solid food.

“Hehas serious doubt about the condition of hisstomach. He could egt alot when hewasoutside.
Asheisunableto eat anymore, heisfeeling very dejected.”

Aung Kyaw Moetold prison authoritiesthat hisfather isgetting old and he needs proper medical
treatmentsbut they told himthat it woul d be better for father to remaininsdethe prison. Hea so reckoned
that hisfather would fareworseif heweretaken outside, asthe police would put himin handcuffsor
chains, shacklesor manacles.

KoOowasarrested in 2000 for alegedly employing children and hewas sentenced to nineyears
inprison. HissonAung Kyaw M oeing sted that the ousted military intelligence agentsddliberately fa sely
accused and imprisoned hisfather who had been working actively for theNLD.

Sep 12, 2005 - Whilethe National Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) lawyers have been urging
Burmese courtsto investigateinto the‘ mysterious death and buria of Rangoon Hlaing Township NLD
youthAung HlaingWin, theauthoritiesin southern Burmahad madethe corpse of another prisoner disgppesr,
it hasemerged.

Thecorpseof 40-year old Min Tun Wal from Mon State Kyaikmayaw Township wasburied on
30 May without the knowledge of hisfamily members, according to NLD lawyers. Min Tun Wai was
arrested on 27/28 May with unknown charges and sentenced to 7 yearsin prison by thelocal township
court.

Theauthoritiesthen transferred him to nearby Moulmein Prison, hedied thereon 30 May, and his
deathwasnotified to hisfamily onthefollowing day. When hiswife HlaOhn Maeand family went to the
prisonto retrievethe corpse, they weretold that their loved one had already been buried.

HlaOhn Maewrotean officia letter of complaint to Mon State’' s Chief of Police, stating that the
murder and the disappearance of her husband was illegal and requested him to investigate into the
circumstance of hisdeath. But the authorities have done nothing so far and shewrotealetter totheNLD
lawyersseeking legal help, said NL D spokesman NyanWin.

Burmeseprisoner Ko Oo’'scondition deteriorates

Another prisoner’scorpsedisappeared in Burma
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“They didn’t show hiscorpsetothefamily. Thefamily wasnotified aday after hewasburied. Itisclear that
somethingisnot right. Theseare not good practices,” Nyan Wintold DVB. “1t makesusthink why they
didn’t show hiscorpsetothefamily; isit because something happened?1f thereissomething suspicious,
they shouldinvestigateit. Itisnot correct to investigateit only when peoplerequest thus. They should have
doneitfromthestart.”

Min TunWai’s caseisthethird known casein which the Burmese authorities’ disappeared’ the
corpseof aprisoner within May, Juneand early July. The other two casesarethose of Aung Hlaing Win,
and Saw Stanford from Tagu Selk Village, Einme Townshipin Irraaddy Division. There could bemore
similar casesthat have not been reported to the media, Nyan Win added.

Sep 14, 2005 - A police officer from Daik-U Police Station, Pegu Division in central Burma, on 14
September, confirmed that lawyer Aye Myint who wasimprisoned for reporting force labour practicesto
thelnternational Labour Organisation (ILO) hasbeen detained at hisstation.

AyeMyint wasarrested for asecond time because he hel ped farmersfrom Phaungdawthi Village
report the bullying actionsof thelocal authoritiestothelLO. Thepoliceofficer said that Aye Myint was
arrested at the village but he refused to say thereason for thearrest.

But afriend of AyeMyintin Daik-U told DVB that thelocal authorities confiscated paddy fields
bel onging to villagersand Aye Myint hel ped them get back their fiel dsfrom theauthoritiesby reporting it to
thelLO. Headded that the authoritiesbear grudgeson him and arrested him thus.

AnILO official in Rangoontold DV B that the organisation isaware of the latest arrest of Aye
Myint and that they aretrying to obtain an officia explanation from the Burmese authorities.

AyeMyint wasfirst arrested in July 2003 and given death sentence for reporting human rights
abusestothelLO. Hewasreleased in early 2005 dueto theinternational pressuresand rearrested two

weeksago.
52

Sep 15, 2005 - Burmese student leader Thet Win Aung who has been serving a59-year sentence
for hisroleinthe 1998 uprisingisstill quiteill, according to hisfather Win Maung who went to seehim at
Mandalay Jail on 15 September.

“When | saw him, hewasunabletowalk properly,” Win Maung said. “ And hewasvery anxious
that hemight fall downwhilewaking. If hefalsdown, hewould suffer more. Thebest thingistotakehim
out (of theprison) and treat hisillness. That would bethe best thing, | wastold. Itisnot very convenient for
himto beinside. Therefore, heiskeen only to get out and we are very concerned about hiscondition.”

Thelower part of Thet Win Aung’sbody becameweak and heisstill unableto walk because of
themalariaattacksand cold he suffered whilehewasin Kaemyo and Puta-O Prisonsin northern Burma.

Win Maung added that hisson didn’t fare better when he wastaken out of the prisonfor
medical treatmentsashewasput inthe‘care’ of the policewho kept prisonersin chainsand treated
themworsethanthe prisonauthorities.

33-year old Thet Win Aung has been detai ned since September 1998 and theruling juntahasbeen
ignoringthecalsfor thereeaseof dl theremaining 1300 prisonersby London-bassd Amnesty Internationd.

G2

L awyer Aye Myint detained at Daik-U Police Station

Burmesestudent prisoner Thet Win Aung still not well
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[l BurmaNL D member dragged out of bed and sent to prison

Sep 19, 2005 - Thevice-chairman of Rangoon Hlaing Thaya Township National L eaguefor
Democracy (NLD) HlaAyeand hisson Thant Zin Myo, aNL D youth member, were each given atwo
year and one month prison term on 15 September.

HlaAye, who has been suffering from astrokewas dragged out hisbed at Hlaing ThayaHospital
by the police on the same day and taken to the township court, according to an NLD lawyer Nyan Win.

“Asfar as| know, the hospital staff told the policethat the patient’s condition was not good. You
can’t takehimaway, they said. However, the police dragged him away to the court anyway. The sentence
waspassed on himwith that condition,” said NyanWin. “Hewill be sent to the prison, of course. Wedon't
know whether hewill be allowed to be hospitalized there. Thant Zin Myo also got two yearsand one
monthin prison. Ko Nitar, from the other s dewho accused them got 1000 kyat fine. That isthe Situation.”

Thefather and son were charged with the so-called Act 332 for obstructing ( civil servants) while
carrying out their dutiesand intimidation. Their case started when local firefighterstried to extort money
from themin 2004 and the defendantstold the* daylight robbers’ politely that they could not contribute.
But thelitigant Nitar said rudethingsto hisvictimsand arow broke out and matter ended at the court.

Nyan Wininsisted that the defendantswere deliberately targeted, asthey committed no crime.
Thant Zin Myo was also beaten up on 21 July by afirefighter named Kyaw Lwin and local authority
chairperson Maung Maung Lwin.

Both HlaAyeand son weresaid to bevery actively involvedinthe NLD affairsand they had been
thetargetsfro attacks of thelocal authorities, police and firefighterswho are used as henchmen of the

authorities, according to NL D sources.

Sep 19, 2005 - The appeal of Kyaw San, Burma's Sagaing Division National League for
Democracy (NLD) chairman and the el ected representative (M P) of Tantse Township who has been
detained at Rangoon Insein Jail, isto be heard by the High Court soon.

Thecaseif to beheard by two highest judgesin the country on 6 October and the defendant isto
berepresented by aNL D lawyer Thein Nyunt. Heins sted that Kyaw Sanwasarrested detained unlawfully
from the beginning and hewill bearguing hiscase meticuloudly.

74-year old Kyaw San was arrested on 17 March and sentenced to seven yearsin prison on 6
Junefor allegedly keeping ‘illegal’ goods bel onging to Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), which
signed ceasefire agreementswith theruling junta, State Peace and Devel opment Council (SPDC). Thein
Nyunt said DKBA leader Col Saw Chit Thu, inaletter to the court, testified that the goods had nothing
with Kyaw San.

Kyaw San was arrested for thefirst timein 1992 for publicly expressing his support for the
winning of Nobel Peace Prizeby NLD |leader Aung San Suu Kyi and hewas again given another seven
yearsin 1998 for participating in theformation of the Committeefor Representing People’s Parliament
(CRPP).

HiswifeMay Nwet told DV B that sheisvery concerned about her aged hushband' shed th condition.
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Sep 20, 2005 - 62-year old Burmese political prisoner and author MonywaAung Shin (a.k.a)

Burma Sagaing NL D Kyaw San caseto be heard

Burmeseprisoner Aung Shin not well
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AyeKyu, who hasbeen serving alengthy prison term at the notorious Rangoon Insein Jail, issaid to be
veryill.

According to hisson Thet Tun Linwho went to seehim recently at the prison, Aung Shin hasbeen
suffering from breathing problems, insomnia, low blood pressuresand severetiredness. He said that the
prison providesno proper medical or dietary caresasusual, and hisfather could only eat and livewell
when he getsfood and medicinesfrom home.

“During therainy seasonswhen it iscold, sometimes, he hasto sleep standing and sometimes,
gtting. If heliesdown, itisvery hard for himto breathe. Heisvery thinnow,” Thet TunLintold DVB.

Aung Shin, arenowned author started to hiswriting career in the early 60swith other famous
writerssuch asMonywaTin Shweand poet SayaTin Moewhoisnow livinginexile, Hewasfirst arrested
in 1967 astheeditor of Sabebyu (White Jasmine) magazine during acrackdown on‘left-wing’ authorsby
thethen Gen NeWin government.

Hewasagain arrested in 1989 for rallying for the National Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) during
therun-uptothe 1990 general election. Hewasreleased in early 2000, rearrested on 29 September of the
sameyear, and sentenced to 21 yearsinjail.

Hiswifedied in 1998 and hisdaughter died in 2000 while hewasincarcerated, and he was not

alowedtolook after them.

Sep 21, 2005 - A renowned Burmese lawyer in Rangoon, speaking on condition of anonymity,
told DVB that the house arrest of Shan leader Shwe Ohn haslasted morethan six monthsanditisillega
accordingtotheexisting laws.

Shwe Ohnwasarrested around the sametime asten other Shan leadersincluding Shan National
Leaguefor Democracy (SNLD) chairperson Khun Htun Oo, who are currently being detained and tried at
Rangoon Insain Jail. Heisbeing put under house arrest at the home of hisyounger brother in Shan State
capitd Taunggyi.

Accordingtotheexisting law, if someoneisput under housearrest, he or she should bereleased
after sx monthsif not found guilty or it must be declared publicly that the personisto be continued to be
detained, thelawyer stated.

Burma smilitary junta, State Peace and Devel opment Council (SPDC) still hasnot stated officialy
astowhy hewasarrested, with which actsheisindicted and how long heisgoing bedetained. Similarly,
other 10 Shan leadersincluding Htun Oo and Shan State Peace Council (SSPC) patron Gen Hso Ten
have detained and tried for nearly nine months. Although many peoplebelievethat they werearrested for
attempting to form a Shan advisory council and criticizing thejuntasponsored * National Convention’ but
no official statement hasbeenissued by thejunta.

Thelawyer dso added that legal and political matters have al been mixed up by recent arrests of
more Shan leaders and the forced rel ocation of Shan State Army —North (SSA-N) troops.
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Sep 28, 2005 - At least 20 prisonersso far had died dueto the serious choleraoutbreak which
started aweek ago in Tharawaddy Jail in central Burma, according to sources closeto the prison.

When DV B contacted the prison, astaff on duty confirmed thereports of deaths. According to
family membersof the prisoners, the deathswere caused primarily by the unscrupul ous greed of prison
governor Myint Swe by feeding inmateswith worm-eaten beans curry, not suitablefor human consumption
for aweek, to savemoney for him.

Thedetention of Shan leader by Burmajunta, illegal —lawyer

Choleraoutbreak at BurmaTharawaddy Jail latest
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Prison officia srefused to comment on the all egati on but confirmed that around 80 inmateswerestill being
treated at the prison clinic and that no political prisonerswere among the dead.

Health official scameto ingpect the prison after the outbreak started but prison authoritiesboiled
some beef beforetheinspectorsarrived and blamed * bacteria insidethebeef, according to aprison staff

who doesn’ t want to be named.

Shan leader Sa Oo Kyaisto be sentenced soon

Sep 29, 2005 - One of the Shan State advisory council members, Sa Oo Kyawho has been
detained by the Burmese authorities, isto be sentenced on 30 September by acourt in Shan State.

Oo Kyaisunder restrain order, he hasbeen tried at Northern Shan State Kyaukme District court
with Act 124A for allegedly defaming the State and Hotel and Tourism Act 26, and heis said to be
defended by ahigh-classlawyer named Tin Maung.

OoKyaiscurrently detained a Kyaukme police station and heisdlowed to seehisfamily members.
Heisrelated to another Shanleader, Khun Htun Oo, chairperson of Shan Nationa Leaguefor Democracy
(SNLD) whoisbeing detained and tried at Rangoon Inseinjail with nineother Shan leaders.

Ten Shan leadersincluding Htun Oo and Shan State Peace Council (SPDC) Gen Hso Tenwere
arrested after attending the Shan State Day ceremony and a Shan youth meeting at Taunggyi in February.

Rumorsof their impending sentences came out during previous months but nothing ever happened,
andthey aredtill languishingin the notorious prison without having the chanceto seelayersof their choice.
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