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Mending Aung San Suu Kyi’'sfencealonedoesn’t guar antee her safety - NLD

Feb,1,2006 - Burmese military authorities, on 31 January, again mended the dilapidating fence
around detained democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi’sRangoon homein Universty Avenuewheresheis
being detained.

AccordingtotheNationa Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) spokesperson Myint Thein, theauthorities
also mended thefencein front of the housein 2005, but he still expressed hisconcern over her general
safety despitethemending of thefence.

“Infact, it' sonly anormal mending of thefence. Sheisnot protected with abrick wall or thelike.
How ever muchyou say itissafe, inthisday and age, thereare so many kindsof crimesand criminal sthat
thereisno safepatch for her if you think about it carefully,” Myint Theininsisted. “ Thereareonly three
womenthere. If | haveto say thetruth, we arevery concerned for the safety of our leader. Weareina
positionthat at best we could doislistenfor it carefully.”

At the sametime, when asked about the condition of her deputy Tin Oo who was detained the
sametimeasher, Myint Theinsaid:

“Asfar aswecouldinvestigate, hishealth conditionisgood—mentaly and physicaly. Asal of us
membersof the executive committeeareold, whatever you say, wearewesk physically. But if wearefree,
weareinapostiontotreat, cureourselves. However you arewell mentaly, | think that therearebound to
be some measures of unhappiness.”

Aung San Suu Kyi and Tin Oo have been detained since 30 May 2003 when they were attacked
inan ambush by thugs sponsored by theruling military junta, the State Peace and Devel opment Council
(SPDC) a Dipeyininupper Burma.
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Palitical Prisoner TunLin Kyawisserioudly ill

Jan 06, 2006 - Burmese palitical prisoner Tun Lin Kyaw who isserving aseven year sentenceat the
notorious Rangoon Insein Jail, isbeing hospitalised at an ‘ outside’ hospital because hishealth condition
deteriorated badly.

Tun Lin Kyaw, who has been suffering from chronic tuberculosis, started to vomit blood on 2
February and hewashospitalised inemergency at Insein Township General Hospital.

Assoon ashewas settled inthe hospital, Tun Lin Kyaw’ sfeet were chained to the posts of the
hospitd bed, someNational Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) said. Now, heistaking anti-TB medicinesand
heisdueto be discharged from the hospital on 8 February. According to sources closeto hisfamily
members, TunLin Kyaw isextremely thinand wesak.

Tun LinKyaw isayouth member of Rangoon Dagon NL D and wasresponsiblefor the persond
safety of democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi. On 14 December 2004, hewasarrested for stagingasolo
protest in front of achurch on Rangoon Barr Street in protest of the continued detention of her. Hewas
sentenced to 7 yearsin prison with theinfamousAct —5Jin February 2005.

Burmesepolitical prisoner May Win Myint given extended sentence

Feb 08, 2006 - The elected representative (Member of Parliament) of Rangoon Mayanggone
Township, May Win Myint who isbeing detained at nearby Insein Jail, was given oneyear extended
sentence under theAct—10A, on 3 February, according to her husband Win Myint who went to see her
at theprison on 5 February.

ItisthefifthtimeMay Win Myint has been given an extended sentence beyond her original release
date. Win Myint said that he was expecting that hiswifewould be rel eased thistime and expressed his
despair at her continued detention. May Win Myint, amedical doctor, has been suffering from heart
condition, high blood pressure and eye diseasesand her condition isnot hel p by thea most non-existent
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and poor medical carewithintheprison.
“Fromthebeginning, weared| worried for her because healthwasnot good. Then, weareunable
to control her health and sheisnot given food suitablefor her hedth,” Win Myint.
Dr. May Win Myint wasarrested and in 1997 and sentenced to seven yearsin connection with the
formation of the youth branch of the National Leaguefor Democracy (NLD). She hasbeen continued to
be detained under the notoriousAct — 10A for two and half years.

Two Shwegu NL D member ssent to prison in upper Burma

Feb 09, 2006 - Two Nationa Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) membersfrom Shwegu Townshipin
Burma snorthern Kachin State, Ko Ko Myint and Thein Zaw who were arrested in November, had been
each sentenced to seven yearsin prison on 7 February by thelocal township court.

They were arrested on 20 November 2005 after packets of opiumresinwereallegedly foundin
the compound of their house and they havebeen ontrial ever since.

Ko Ko Myint and Thein Zaw were said to be actively in political activitiesfor the NLD and deeply
religious, according to local resdents of Shwegu.

“Inmy opinion, whilethestuationisrather quitelikenow, itisthedetention of thosewho arequite
active,” another NLD member Zaw Thintold DVB. “They will apped at thedistrict court. It hasstarted
today. Myo Swe himsdf whoisauthorised fromthe centra isdoing that. Asitis Shwegu Township hewill
lodge appealsat Bhamo District court.”

Two police-controlled witnessesfor the prosecution claimed that the two accused neither drug-
abusers nor drug-traffickers as claimed by the authorities, and that they are leaderswho led alife of
righteousness.

“Thisisaddiberate act to punish the NL D members. Thereasonisthiskind of personisfreefrom
thiskind of action,” NL D spokesman Nyan Wininsisted. “We learnt that their prosecuting witnesses
themselvesa so said that they are of good character. Inthissituation, itisnot good to punish them.”

KoKoMyint wasarrested in early 2000 and sentenced to seven yearsin prison after hereturned
fromameeting at theNL D HQsand released in early 2005.

==

TwomoreNL D membersarrested in Burma’sSagaing Division

Feb 09, 2006 - Thelocal authoritiesat Indaw Township, Sagaing Divisionin upper Burma, arrested
two National Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) membersfor alegedly opposing themilitary government’s
nationwideforced plantation of castor oil plants.

ThanWinand PeWin (a .k .@) Puti from Bawdit Villagewere arrested on 23 January and takento
court onthefollowing day, accordingto alocal NLD member. Theauthoritieswanted to try them secretly
and pressurised their family membersto shut up - threatening to chargetheir loved onesunder thenotorious
Act—505o0rAct—5J, if they didn’t.

Both of them are reportedly being detained at Indaw police station but the police refused to
confirmit when DV B contacted them.

“Ther origina maintarget seemsto be Than Winwho hassome power behind the socia affairsin
hisvillage,” another NLD member from Indaw said. “ Thevillagershavehigh respect for him, especidly as
heisaNLD leader, apolitical |eader. Asthey werevery annoyed that they were unableto do asthey like
ontheadminidrativeleve at thevillage, they arrested himin connection with the castor il plant issue.”

Recently, Burma smilitary junta, the State Peace and Devel opment Council (SPDC) decided to
force Burmesefarmersthroughout the country to grow castor oil in an effort to solve the acutefud shortage,
whilesdling off millionsof barrel sof natural gasfrom the country to foreign companies.
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Breaking News: Shan leader Shwe Ohn released from housearrest in Burma

Feb 10, 2006 - A prominent Shan leader, Shwe Ohn who was arrested around the sametime as
Shan Nationd Leaguefor Democracy (SNLD) chairman Khun Htun Oo and other renowned Shan leaders
in February 2005, wasreleased from house arrest almost ayear | ater.

84-year old Shwe Ohntold DV B that he had been put under house arrest at hisbrother’shouse
in Shan State capital Taunggyi since 9 February 2005 and rel eased on the 8th of February.

Hesaid that the authoritiestold him hewas detained under the notorious political Act—10, but he
ing sted that hedidn’t commit any crime and neither did nine other Shan leadersincluding Shan Nationa
Leaguefor Democracy (SNLD) chairmanwhoweregiven lengthy jall terms.

I nterview with Prominent Shan leader ShweOhn
10 February 2006

Shwe Ohn: Yes, | am Shwe Ohn.

DVB: Yes, grandpa. | am Htet Aung Kyaw from DV B. We heard that they rel eased you today.

SO: Itistrue. Not today but on the 8th (of February).

DVB: Sothehouse arrest ended on the 8th?

SO: Yes, it'sover.

DVB: How long wereyou there?A year?

SO: ...Oneyear minusoneday. | wasarrested on the Sth. So it wasthe 8th—only aday needed.
DVB: Wefirst heard that it wasoncein every six months. What isthe situation now?

SO: Not true. They gave me oneyear. After oneyear, they could extend it every six months.

DVB: Now, they havereleased you scotch-free?

SO: You can say s0. They removetherestrictions. Nothing new.

DVB: Now that you are rel eased, arethererestrictions on you —saying you must not do thisand that and
thelike?

SO: No. None...

DVB: Asit wasthe8th anditisnow the 10th, areyou returning to Rangoon after this?

SO: Today isthe 10th. Tomorrow, | am returning to Rangoon. .. Tomorrow, | will bein Rangoon.

DVB: Itisgood news! How did you liveduring thewhole month asitishouse arrest?

SO: Asl wasinsidethe house, nothing happened. | lived fredly insidethe house. Of course, | could not go
outsidethehouse.

DVB: Could you explain to uswhy you were put under housearrest and thelike?

SO: Asfor why, therewasno reason. They were afraid that their security might be damaged. That’sit.
Therewasno other reason. They gave usno reason.

DVB: You once said that you were detained under Act - 10...

SO: Theactis...theact to protect the nation from being harassed or something likethat.
DVB:Act10B?

SO: Yes, itistrue.

DVB: Asyou arenow released, could you tell usasmuch asyou know?You were arrested on the 8th after
Shan State Day? How wasit?

SO: Yes. Wewerearrested theday after the Shan State Day dinner party. Thedinner party wason the 7th.
They arrested other people onthe 8th and | wasarrested on the Sth. They didn’t arrest me but restricted
me

DVB: Other peopleareinprison...

SO: Therewere 10 people. 9 peoplewere sent to prison. One person wasreleased and theremaining 8
peoplewere given not very much, only 40-50 yearsor 100 years. Not very much! (Being sarcastic?)
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DVB: Asyouwerearrested after Shan State Day, what did you do there?

SO: Wewere not arrested for attending Shan State Day. The peoplewho * entered thelight’ (ceasefire/
peace groups) said that they were going to attend the Nationa Convention. They only understood fighting
witharms. They didn’t under stand politics. Asthey wereattending the National Convention, weformed
an advisory group to advisethem. Ontheday of theformation of thegroup and Shan State Day, weall had
adinner party together. We held adinner party marking Shan State Day.

DVB: Yes. Andthearrested youfor that?

SO: That'sit. Not only did they arrest us, | heard that U Khun Htun Oo was given more than ahundred
years. | don't know what itisall about.

DVB: I annot very clear about it. You held adinner party. You held an advisory group. That'sal youdid.
SO: That'sall wedid. All weknew wasthis.

DVB: They charged you with actsrelated to attempt to rebellion and thelike. ..

SO: Therewere so many acts. | have no clue what they were. Especially the big actsinclude death
sentence. Normally, you are allowed to hirelawyers of your choice. Now, they werenot allowed to hire
lawyersof their choice. You havetotakethelawyer they give. Althoughthey aredefending lawyers, they
areonthesideof the prosecuting. Thereisnot senseof justice.

DVB: What issurethat day isyou held aShan State Day ceremony and formed an advisory group, that's
dl?

SO: Yes. Infact, thereisno act that could arrest you for forming an advisory group. | don’t know under
which act they arrested us. Thereare so many acts.

DVB: What isthe connectionwith your arrestsin Taunggyi and thearrest of Khun Htun Ooin Rangoon?
SO: That'sit. Khun Htun Oo’sgroup decided not attend the National Convention. Thosewho ‘entered
thelight’ areagroup decided to attend the National Convention. They arrested both groups.

DVB: What you mean by ‘ those entered thelight’ arethe SSA (Shan StateArmy) and SSNA (Shan State
Nationa Army)?

SO: They areadll included; Kayan, Palaung and thelike. Waisa so included. Pa-Oisalsoincluded.
DVB: They only arrested Gen Hso Ten among peace groups?

SO: Among peace groups, hewastheonly one.

DVB: Yes. Now you arerel eased after ayear. Theremaining peopleare getting 93 years, 100 and thelike,
what do you haveto say about them?

SO: They arelodging appedl s. Even now, one person wasreleased and elght peoplestill remaining. They
arelodging appedl sfor theeight people. | will only know about that when | amin Rangoon. | know nothing
clearly.

DVB: Tomorrow, | mean theday after tomorrow istheUnion Day. Itisgood that they rel eased you before
theUnion Day?

SO: Intimefor theUnion Day. | will also attend the Union Day ceremony at the NLD (HQs), whether they
invitemeor not.

DVB: Whileweareta king about the Union Day, areyou the only surviving personwhowasinvolvedin
the Pang Long treaty?

SO: If | haveto say about it, | am theonly surviving oneamong thosewho know the matter fromtheinside.
DVB: Asthey released you just beforethe Union Day and you are someonewho knew Pang Long Treaty,
what do you haveto say about the Union Day?

SO: If possible, (try to build) apeaceful and prosperous country with unity. What wewant isdemocracy.
Wewant thetrue Union...
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NLD Tin Oo'shousearrest extended by Burmajunta
Feb 13, 2006
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Thehousearrest of Burma smain opposition party, National Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) vice-
chairman Tin Oo, had been extended to another year by the ruling military junta, State Peace and
Devel opment Council (SPDC) on 13 February.

The SPDC authoritiescameto 79-year old Tin Oo’shousein Rangoon and notified him of the
extension of the detention under an anti-subversion law.

“1 have no direct contact with him. Through the word of mouth, | heard that he was given an
extension of oneyear,” NLD spokesperson Myint Theintold DV B. “Vice-chairman Tin Ooissomeone
who isbeing detained under house arrest despite having no fault. Moreover, heisby age quitean old
person whatever you say. Especially, Uncle Tin Oo hasurinary stone disease. Similarly, he hasother
diseaseswith hisage. Therefore, whatever you say about hishealth condition, asheisunableto receive
treatment freely, weare especialy worried about hishedth condition.”

TinOowasoriginally arrested on 30 May 2003 after the occurrence of the notorious Dipeyin
massacre, inwhichthugshired by thejuntaattacked National Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) supporters
and leadersinan ambush killing scoresand wounding hundreds.

Hewasinitially detained at the remote Kalemyo Prison in Northwest Burmafor a couple of
monthsand later put under house arrest in Rangoon.

Gulag-bound: Relativesdon’t know wheredetained NL D youth AyeTheinis

Feb 15, 2006 - Relatives of Mandalay Division, Thabeikkyin Township National League for
Demoacracy (NLD) youth leader Aye Thein who has beenimprisoned for alleged human-trafficking, are
reported to be very concerned for him asthey don’t know where heisbeing detained currently.

34-year old Aye Thein was accused of * stealing people’ and sentenced to fiveyearsin prison for
eloping and marrying hislong-term girlfriend, and hewasinitially detained at Manda ay Prison. On 26
January, hewastransferred to apolice-controlled hard labour camp but hisrelativesare still unableto
locate where exactly heisnow.

Hisolder brother Soe Naing repeatedly visted Mandaay Jail for information on hisbrother but he
isstill unableto obtain newson where about hisbrother is, Mandaay Divison NL D organising member
WinMyaMyatold DVB.

Sheinsgsted that Aye Theinisnot acommon crimina but apolitical prisoner who waswrongfully
and deliberately imprisoned for hispolitical activitiesand she urged the authorities concerned to take
actionsfor him.

Theauthoritiescharged Aye Thein under Act —366, an anti human-trafficking law, for eloping and
marrying hisgirlfriend—aloca girl who had beeninlovewith himfor morethan sevenyears—at aregistrar
and hewas sentenced to five yearsin prison, and hisfriendswho were accused of abetting himwere
charged under Act —114 and they were each given threeyears.

Burmeseauthoritiespreparetoincrease sentenceon detained NL D leader

Feb 15, 2006 - Burmese military authoritieshave beentrying Sagaing Division, Khin—U Township
National Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) chairman Dr Win AungwhoisservingalOyearsjail term at
nearby Shwebo Prison and preparing to increasethe sentence against him.

Theauthoritiesare said to betrying Win Aung under the notorious Emergency ProvisonAct —5J,
after seven months he was prosecuted under video and press actsand sentenced to 10 yearsinjail.

NLD lega advocate NyanWintold DV B that hefindsispuzzling how theauthoritiescould charge
aprisoner whoisbeing detainedinsideajail with chargesof inciting people outside the prison.

Win Aung and schoolteacher Khin Maung Lwin werearrested on 6 July 2005 and sentenced to
10yearsinjail for distributing video tapes of Aung San Suu Kyi’strip to Sagaing Division and abook
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about thelate dictator NeWinwritten by exiled Burmesejournalist Kyemon U Thaung.

Burmesepalitical prisoner Zaw Myint Maungill

Feb 17, 2006 - The elected representative of Mandalay Division, AmarapuraTownship, Dr. Zaw
Myint Maung who hasbeen serving alengthy jail term at MyinkyinaPrison, issaid to bequiteill.

Zaw Myint Maung hasbeen suffering from severeindigestion and unableto est properly, according
to hiswifeDr. Yu Yu May who went to see him at the prison recently in remote northern Burma.

“Itistruethat hehasnot beenwell intheprisonfor 15-16 days,” YuYuMay told DVB. “Asheis
over 50yearsnow, | am afraid that he might have an unknown/undiagnosed disease suddenly. Therefore,
| am having akind of invaidation (suspicion?) that he might have somediseasesingdehim. | want himto
have ultrasound testsor microscopictests.”

Sheadded that sheisafraid that her husband might facethe samefate asthat of another prisoner
Khin Maung Lwinwho recently died in nearby Puta-O Prison from similar complaintsdueto thelack
medical caresintheprison.

French president ChiracurgesBurmajuntatoreleasepolitical prisoners

Feb 18, 2006 - French President Jacques Chirac, on 18 February, repeated the call on Burma's
military government, the State Peace and Devel opment Council (SPDC) tofreeAung San SuuKyi, saying
theregime’s continued detention of political prisonerswas unacceptablein thisday and age.

Thecall cameduring Chirac’svisit tothe Thai capital where he met the Thai Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatraand discussed mattersrelating to Burma.

“Wearefighting for their freedom and for an evolutionin theregime... toward democracy,” said
Chirac and urged thejuntato releasepalitical prisonersincluding Aung San Suu Kyi and carry out democratic
reforms, according to reportsfrom Bangkok.

Shan leader SaOo Kya'sappeal rgected by BurmeseHigh Court

Feb 18, 2006- A high court at Mandalay, on 10 February, rejected the appeal |odged on behalf of
Shan elder SaOo Kyawhoisservingal3-yearsjail termin connection with the arrests of other Shan
leadersincluding Shan National Leaguefor Democracy (SNL D) chairman Khun Htun Oo, accordingtoa
Shan newssource.

65-year old SaOo Kya, amember of Shan State advisory council, was arrested on 3 August
2005 and charged under Act — 124A for alegedly defaming the State and viol ating Hotel and TourismAct
26 by receiving foreign guestswithout license. Hewas sentenced to 13 yearsinjail on 30 September by
Kyaukme District court, Northern Shan Statein northeast Burmanear China.

Theregjection of thelatest appeal came after another appeal for him wasre ected by astate-level
court in northern Shan State capital Lashio at the end of 2005. Moreover, the authoritiesare planning to
chargeandtry himfor lending bookswithout holding alibrary license. Oo Kya slawyer Sat WinMyintis
planning to lodge aspecial appeal at the Supreme Court.

Meanwhile, lawyersfor nine other detained Shan leadersincluding Htun Oo aretrying to put
finishing touchesto preparationsto lodgethe appea sby 21 February in Rangoon.

Rightsenvoy Pinheirorepeatscall for release of Burmesepolitical prisoners

Feb 19, 2006 - UN special human rightsenvoy to Burma, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro urged Burma's
military government to rel ease el ected representatives and start political dia oguesimmediately —saying
that there could be no human rightsimprovement without political dial ogues.

Thecdl wasmadein hislatest report on human rights condition of Burmawhichwasissued on 19
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February, and the detail sof the report will be discussed at the UN General Assembly.

Thereport isdivided into seven sectionschronicling devel opmentsduring Pinheiro’ ssix year-long
tenure astheenvoy to the military-ruled country often criticised for gross human rights abues. He noted
that thejuntarepeatedly promised to carry out democratic transition, but hasnever madeany seriouseffort
to carry out stepsleading to thetrue path of democracy.

Pinheiro dso described the continuing viol ationsof human rightsabuses, arrestsof palitica prisoners,
detentionsof ethnic nationa leadersand theincreas ng detention periodsfor democracy leader Aung San
Suu Kyi and her deputy Tin Oo by theruling junta, State Peace and Devel opment Council (SPDC).

Moreover, he pointed out that the situation in Burmahas been deteriorating further becausethe
junta'sincreas ng restrictionson humanitarian activitiesby non-governmentd organisations, especidly affecting
ethnic nationa regionsand leaving theloca peoplein danger of starvation.

NL D youth leader Nyunt Aung’'ssentenceextended and transferred

Feb 20, 2006 - Nyunt Aung, ayouth leader of Monywa Township National Leaguefor Demaocracy
(NLD), Sagaing Divisionin central Burma, who hasbeen serving ajail termfor alegedly teaching pupils
without license was given an extended sentence and transferred to another prison.

Thetransfer and extended sentence occurred not long after he was severely beaten up guards
during ariot at Kalemyo Prisonin remoteregion of northwest Burma. Some prison guards said that Nyunt
Aung was not even among thosewho took partintheriot. Hewastransferred to Pakokku Prison and his
sentenced extended to another six yearsand ninemonths.

According to Monywa Township NL D organising committee member Khin Than, NyuntAung's
right arm was broken astheresult of the beatingshe receivedin the hand of prison guards, and when his
relativeswent to see him at Kalemyo Prison he was about to transferred to Shwebo Prisonin central
Burmaand when they went to see him there, they weretold that he wasto betransferred to Pakokku
Prison without having the chanceto see him. They weretold that they will only beadlowedto seehimonly
when an order from the authoritiesfrom theaboveisgiven.

Nyunt Aung wasactively involved inthe organising of democracy leader Aung San SuuKyi’svist
toMonywain 2003. Hewasarrestedin 2004 for * givingillega privatetuition classes and hewassummarily
tried at aprison court, fined 30,000 kyat and at the sametime, sentenced to threeyearsinjail under an
obscure education law.

L ocal peopleingsted that Nyunt Aung was, inredlity, arrested and imprisoned for beingan NLD
member and being an activepalitical activist, not for breaking thelaws.
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Appealsfor Burmese Shan leader ssubmitted

Feb 21,2006 - TheNational Leaguefor Democracy (NLD) lawyers, on 21 February, for thefirst
time submitted appeal sto Rangoon Divisiona Court on behalf of detained 8 Shanleadersincluding Shan
Nationa Leaguefor Democracy (SNL D) chairman Khun Htun Oo and secretary Sai Nyunt Lwin.

Thelawyerslodged the appeal sin four separate sections, mainly against the charge under Act
124-A for dlegedly defamation of the State, NL D lawyer Aung Theintold DV B.

“Therearedissmilar factsand basi c causesin the charges against the eight of them, and based on thesewe
put together smilar factsand we appea ed in group and we ad so gppeded individuadly for separate causes,”
AungTheinsad.

He added that the main argument of the appeal sisbased on thefact that thereisno discrepancy
between the charges and facts produced at the court, and that the lawyers also dealt with other charges
against theleaders.

Theleadersincluded Htun Oo, Nyunt Lwin, SNL D member HlaAung, president of the Shan
State Peace Council (SSPC) Gen Hso Ten, New Generation Youth — Shan State members Myint Than,
Tun Nyo, Nyi Nyi Moeand MyoWinTun.
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A court in Rangoon handed down averdict of 53 yearsand two life sentencesfor Htun Oo and
currently serving his sentencein Putao prisonin Kachin Statein remote northern Burma. Nyunt Lwin
received 25 yearsand two life sentences on charges of high treason and languishingin Kaemyo Prisonin
northwest Burma s Sagaing Division with Hso Ten who was given 46 yearsand threelife sentences. Hla
Aung received asentenceof 75 years.
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