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Political prisoner list is now 1,572 – location of 918 confirmed and documented 

 
Information Release 
December 23, 2011 
 

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), AAPP has been verifying 
the political prisoner database in attempts to publicly account for each individual who has 
been unjustly detained and arrested for exercising their fundamental freedoms. AAPP can 
now verify there are at least 1,572 individuals in Burma who have been arrested and 
sentenced on political grounds and are believed to currently be in prison.  

There is an ongoing secondary verification process to confirm their current 
whereabouts, for example, whether they are in prison or have been released. The 
verification process is currently underway, and this does not mean there are only 918 
political prisoners in Burma. AAPP maintains that the number of political prisoners is likely 
much higher, given the lack of access and reliable information in remote ethnic areas, 
monasteries, and during periods of mass arrests, compounded by the absolute lack of 
prison transparency in Burma. The number of verified political prisoners will continue to 
increase as the verification process continues, and AAPP will make sure to provide the 
public with consistent updates as to progress made.  

The list of 1,572 political prisoners is available on the AAPP website (aappb.org) and 
includes political prisoners whose current whereabouts have been verified and those 
whose locations are still under investigation. This is to spotlight the scale of politically-
motivated arrests and detentions as well as to maintain the dignity of each political 
prisoner by publicly recognizing their plight. AAPP is committed to ensuring each political 
prisoner is accounted for; it is important that not one political prisoner is sacrificed for 
political expediency.  

Of importance is that at least 1,572 individuals have been victims of a politically 
motivated arrest and imprisoned for exercising their most basic fundamental freedoms. 
That the fate of these political prisoners would remain unknown where it not for the work 
of opposition and exiled groups such as AAPP is indicative of the lengths the U Thein Sein 
regime will go to mislead the public on the status and numbers of political prisoners in 
Burma.  

 
Verification process critical to securing release of all political prisoners 

The verification process is an integral part of AAPP’s ongoing efforts to provide the 
most up to date, accurate, and reliable information on the current political prisoner 
situation. Information compiled by AAPP is critical to lobbying and advocating for the 
immediate and unconditional release of all individuals in Burma detained and arrested for 
exercising universal freedoms of assembly, conscience, or expression. Confirming the 
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current whereabouts of just one political prisoner sheds valuable light on an extensive 
prison system that prioritizes secrecy and impunity over transparency and accountability.  
There are two stages to the political prisoner verification process. The first, beginning in 
September 2011, confirmed that the motivation behind the arrest of each individual in 
AAPP’s database is political. From this stage, we have documented 1,572 individuals who 
meet AAPP’s official criteria for a political prisoner.  

The second stage, still underway, involves verifying the current whereabouts and 
updating the status of the 1,572 political prisoners who have been arrested and are 
strongly believed to be in prison. So far, AAPP is able to provide evidence verifying 918 
political prisoners are in prison and the exact location of their prison.  

 
How AAPP sources information inside Burma’s shadowy prison system 

AAPP relies on various credible sources of information in our ongoing efforts to 
accurately report on the current political prisoner situation in a timely manner. The main 
sources of information come from: 

1. Inside networks 
2. Confidential inside sources 
3. Court trial files 
4. Recently released political prisoners 
5. Families of political prisoners 

 
The entirety of our information is based on home-grown networks that place 

themselves at great risk to provide AAPP with the data needed to advocate on behalf of 
political prisoners. The current number of inside networks is not enough to handle all the 
political prisoners in the 42 documented prisons, 109 forced labor camps, and an unknown 
number of secret detention centers.  
 
Lack of prison transparency blunts accountability efforts 

Tracking the number of political prisoners in Burma is undermined by the complete 
lack of transparency in Burma’s prisons. State authorities and prison administrators are 
highly resistant to public monitoring and publishing information about prison systems. The 
lack of transparency and openness blunts public accountability and reform efforts. This 
void is being filled by exiled and opposition groups including AAPP, who face a number of 
obstacles in efforts to accurately report on the number and situation of political prisoners. 
Prisoner lists are not publicly available, and prisoner releases and prison transfers are 
rarely announced in advance, whether publicly or privately, to prisoners’ family members.  

The burden of proof should not rest on the opposition. It is incumbent on the U 
Thein Sein regime to publicly account for each prisoner to ensure they are being treated 
humanely and held in conditions that do not violate their basic prisoner rights. The 
impenetrable wall of secrecy and impunity surrounding Burma’s extensive prison system 
must be dismantled and replaced with transparency and accountability – leitmotifs of any 
democratic state. If there are no broad patterns of human rights abuses occurring in 
Burma’s prisons, as claimed by state authorities, then there should be no hesitation to open 
up prison doors to an independent and investigative body to verify the status of political 
prisoners as well as monitor the conditions they are held in.  
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AAPP calls on the U Thein Sein regime to: 
1. Officially acknowledge the existence of political prisoners in Burma.  
2. Publicly disclose criteria for political prisoners, as well as make prisoner lists 

publicly available. 
3. Authorize an independent and investigative body, perhaps UN-led, to enter Burma’s 

prisons and verify the number of political prisoners.  
4. Immediately and unconditionally release all political prisoners and erase their 

criminal records. 
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