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Political Prisoner Profile 
AAPP CASE NO.: 0092 

 

NAME OF POLITICAL 

PRISONER:  

U Thet Naing Aung (a.k.a. Thet Hlaing) 
(Note: “U” is a Burmese honorific title used for a mature man 

in a senior position to convey respect) 

GENDER: Male ETHNICITY: Burmese 

DATE OF BIRTH: 1964 AGE: 45 in 2009 

RELIGION: Buddhist 

PARENTS NAME: U Ye Shwe and Daw Aye Hlaing 

EDUCATION:  

OCCUPATION: 

Democratic Party for a New Society (DPNS) Organizing 

Member; All Burma Students' Democratic Front (ABSDF) 

Member; All Burma Federation of Student Unions 

(ABFSU) Member 

LAST ADDRESS: Tharkayta Township, Rangoon Division 

ARREST DATE: 19 December 2004 PHOTO DATE: Apr 2008 

SECTION OF LAW: 

Endangering National Convention Law No. 5/96, Section 3; Law Amending the 

Myanmar Immigration (Emergency Provisions) Act of 1947, Law No. 2/90, Section 

13(1); and Unlawful Association Act of 1908, Section 17(1) 

SENTENCING HISTORY: 28 Years on 13 June 2005 

COURT HEARING:  Rangoon Divisional Court 

NAME OF PRISON: Insein Prison, Rangoon Division 

RELEASE DATE:  

IMMEDIATE HEALTH CONCERNS: 

 

CURRENT STATUS SUMMARY: 

U Thet Naing Aung (a.k.a. Thet Hlaing) is a 45-year-old former political prisoner who is currently serving a 

28-year prison sentence at Insein Prison for allegedly possessing documents that promoted democracy in 

Burma. 
 

According to AAPP sources, U Thet Naing’s mother passed away in 2005, and he was not allowed to attend 

her funeral. 
 

On 12 August 2005 Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation of human rights 

in Myanmar, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, reported to the United Nations General Assembly that “the situation 

regarding the exercise of fundamental rights and freedoms has not substantially changed [in Burma].”  To 

demonstrate the civil and political injustices in Burma, he used many examples, including Thet Naing Aung’s 

case.  “On 13 June 2005, Ko Aung Myo San, U Ba Myint, U Ba Tint and Ko Khin Kyaw, all NLD leaders, 

and Ko Thet Naing Aung, member of the Democratic Party for a New Society, were reportedly given life 

sentences for distributing a political pamphlet.” 
 

As of April 2008, U Thet Naing Aung’s wife and son were living with his father in Tharkayta Township. 

(AAPP 19Apr2008) 
 

CAREER BACKGROUND: 

U Thet Naing Aung (a.k.a. Thet Hlaing) is a Organizing Member of Tharkayta Township’s Democratic Party 

for a New Society (DPNS) which was formed in October 1988 after the 1988 Uprising* to continue the 

struggle for Burma’s democracy.  The DPNS is Burma’s second largest political party after Daw Aung San 

Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy, and the two parties often work in alliance to achieve the common 

goal of democracy for Burma. 
* The 1988 Uprising was a series of pro-democracy marches and demonstrations initiated by students in Rangoon 

on 8 August 1988.  The protests spread throughout the country.  Hundreds of thousands of people including monks, 

young children, university students, housewives, and doctors demonstrated against the regime.  The uprising ended 
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on 18 September 1988, when the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) ordered a stop; the military 

opened fire on protestors and thousands were killed while many others were arrested and sentenced to long 

imprisonments. 
 

U Thet Naing is also a member of the All Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU).  The ABFSU was 

originally formed in 1936 as the All Burma Students’ Union, but changed its name in 1951 to the current All 

Burma Federation of Student Unions.  The ABFSU was forced to operate underground beginning in 1962 

when the military government killed hundreds of protesting students and arrested thousands of others.  

During the 1988 Uprising, the ABFSU was publicly re-established, and their pro-democracy efforts gained 

momentum.  Throughout Burma’s democratic struggle, the students have taken a leading role in the popular 

movements.  The students’ commitment to truth, the tenacity of their beliefs, and their sacrifices for those 

beliefs are known as ‘"student ethics" or "morals of fighting peacock," thus the fighting peacock became a 

symbol of student unions of Burma. 
 

U Thet Naing Aung was first arrested in 1990 under the Unlawful Association Act, Section 17(1) for his 

contact with opposition groups on the border, including the ABFSU, and sentenced to three years 

imprisonment with hard labor. (AAPP Press Release 14Jun2005) 
 

U Thet Naing Aung was arrested for a second time in 1996 in Maubin Township, Irrawaddy Division.  

Following a bomb explosion at the Kaba Aye Pagoda in Rangoon on 25 December 1996, U Thet Naing Aung 

and nearly 20 other activists were arrested and beaten during interrogation. (AAPP Press Release 

20May2005)  In a speech given by the State Law and Order Restoration Council’s Colonel Kyaw Thein on 1 

February 1997, it was stated that U Thet Naing Aung was a leader in a “subversive group” and that he forged 

links with the All Burma Students' Democratic Front (ABSDF) and was responsible for enlisting new 

members. (http://groups.google.com/group/soc.culture.japan/msg/f507ba07e6f0ebc3)  U Thet Naing Aung 

was sentenced to three years imprisonment with hard labor under the Unlawful Association Act, Section 

17(1) for participating in an unlawful association. 
 

(AAPP Note: Thet Naing Aung is ICRC No. MMY-000369 and Prison No. 0323/c.) 
 

ARREST DETAILS: 

(Note: Unless stated otherwise, the information in this section is summarized from the court case file 

judgment dated 13 July 2005.) 
 

U Thet Naing Aung (a.k.a. Thet Hlaing) was arrested on 19 December 2004 at his home in Tharkayta 

Township, Rangoon Division at the age of 40. 
 

At 7:50pm on 19 December 2004, at Alon Township Saw-Yan-Paing West Ward WPDC office, Aung Myo 

San (a.k.a. Sar Kalay) was arrested and searched.  In the court file, it was stated that the police found the 

following “dissenting papers” on his waist: 1) FDB's* Call to Abbots and Monks, 2) FDB's Call to 

Intellectuals and Professionals, and 3) a Nara-thukhi-thukha magazine with four pieces of paper inserted 

between the pages that contained the FDB logo and a fighting peacock figure (symbolizing Burma’s students’ 

fight for democracy). 
* The Forum for Democracy in Burma (FDB) was formed on 26 February 2004 in Maesot, Thailand, when activists 

representing six major pro-democracy organizations got together to form a political coalition to establish a unified 

voice for democracy in Burma and to build a new generation of leadership.  The FDB also coordinates trainings in 

Maesot, Thailand for workers, farmers, monks, ethnic groups, students, and other pro-democracy activists on issues 

such as political defiance, community organization, human rights, leadership, and underground movements. 
 

Later that night, at 11:00pm on 19 December 2004 U Thet Naing Aung’s home in Tharkayta Township was 

raided by Police Superintendent Swe Lin, along with his two so-called witnesses U Khin Aye Maung, and U 

Tun Shwe.  It was stated in court that they seized from his home an August 2003 Idea magazine with the 

following two “dissenting papers” inserted between the pages: 1) a 4-page FDB document, on forming an 

national political front in Burma that would support the National League for Democracy, and 2) a 2-page 

paper entitled Report of the General-Secretary (December 2004). 
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A couple hours later, at 1:00am on 20 December 2004 the police raided U Ba Tint's home in Bahan 

Township.  The case file states that under his bed they found and seized the following “dissenting papers”: 1) 

FDB's Call to Patriotic Soldiers, and 2) FDB's Call to Artists and Literature Personnel. 
 

Also involved in the case were U Ba Myint, who was arrested at 8:00pm on 19 December 2004, and Khin 

Kyaw, who was arrested at 12:00 midnight on 22 December 2004.  Neither man was found to be in 

possession of any subversive materials. 
 

Under interrogation U Thet Naing Aung allegedly confessed that on 10 October 2004, Min Min (a.k.a. Aung 

Naing) gave him a letter from U Chit Tin of FDB asking him to come see him in Mae Sot, Thailand.  The 

next day, Thet Naing Aung and Min Min allegedly crossed the border into Maesot, Thailand to meet with U 

Chit Tin.  Supposedly Thet Naing Aung confessed that he went back to Burma the following day (12 October 

2004) after U Chit Tin gave him 50,000 kyats for travel costs.  Over a month later, on 21 November 2004 

Min Min allegedly gave Thet Naing Aung documents sent to him from Thailand by U Chit Tin.  The 

documents were FDB publications, including Call to Abbots and Monks, Call to Artists and Literature 

Personnel, Call to Patriotic Soldiers and Call to Intellectuals and Professionals.  Supposedly U Chit Tin told 

U Thet Naing Aung to photocopy the documents and distribute them through the mail.  U Thet Naing Aung 

allegedly gave the four documents to Aung Myo San to be photocopied, and kept two papers at his home.  U 

Thet Naing Aung later learned that Aung Myo San asked U Ba Myint and U Ba Tint to photocopy the 

documents. 
 

DETAILS OF IMPRISONMENT: 

(Note: Unless stated otherwise, the information in this section is summarized from the court case file 

judgment dated 13 July 2005 and the appeal dated 10 October 2005.) 
 

• Court Location:  Rangoon Divisional Court within the Insein Prison Compound 

• Case No.:  2005 Criminal Case No. 241 

• Judge:  U Thaung Tun, Associate Divisional Judge (12) 

• Plaintiff:  Police Lt. Inspector Ye Nyunt (ID-La/58188) 

• Prosecuting Lawyer:  U Ye Myint, Deputy Law Officer, Rangoon Divisional Law Office 

• Defense Lawyers:  U Chit Win and U San Myint 
 

The following seven men were tried concurrently, charged with acting intentionally to undermine law and 

order maintenance of the state’s armed forces by distributing anti-government documents in Rangoon 

(referring to Forum for Democracy in Burma documents and papers originally given to U Thet Naing Aung): 

1. Aung Myo San (a.k.a. Sar Kalay):  Age 35, National League for Democracy Youth member, Kamaryut 

Township 

2. U Ba Myint (a.k.a. Maung Maung):  Age 58, National League for Democracy Chairman, Alon 

Township 

3. U Ba Tint :  Age 65, National League for Democracy Organizing Committee Member, Alon Township 

4. Chit Tin**:  Age 35, Forum for Democracy in Burma 

5. Khin Kyaw:  Age 34, National League for Democracy Youth member, Kamaryut Township 

6. Min Min** (a.k.a. Aung Naing):  Age 25 

7. U Thet Naing Aung (a.k.a. Thet Hlaing):  Age 41, Democratic Party for a New Society Organizing 

Member, Tharkayta Township 

**The police were not able to find or arrest Chit Tin and Min Min, therefore they were declared as 

absconders from the case and will be tried under this charge if they are arrested in the future. 
 

In contrast to the alleged “confession” U Thet Naing Aung made under interrogation (see “Arrest Details” 

above), in court the men testified as follows: 

1. U Thet Naing Aung argued that he had known Chit Tin while he was serving on the DPNS’s Discipline 

Control Committee.  From a letter sent through a merchant named Aung Naing, he learnt that Chit Tin 

was now working in a wool factory in Maesot, Thailand and was somewhat well-off.  He received and 

read the FDB documents involved in this case from the merchant Aung Naing.  Of the six documents 
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given to him by Aung Naing, he kept two to himself; the other four he placed inside a magazine and 

gave to Aung Myo San to review.  Thet Naing Aung argued that no photocopies were made and that all 

documents involved in this case were originals.  He declared that he was not guilty because he did not 

act intentionally to obstruct the law and order maintenance work of state armed forces or law personnel. 

2. Aung Myo San testified that he received the magazine with the inserted FDB documents from Thet 

Naing Aung; however, he argued that he never once read the materials, nor did he photocopy or 

distribute them to anyone. 

3. Aung Myo San had the magazine in a plastic bag during a stop at the NLD office, when he had to leave 

to visit his sister at the hospital.  He temporarily entrusted the magazine to Khin Kyaw who was 

working at the NLD office and said he would be back later to pick it up.  Because Aung Myo San did 

not return that day, Khin Kyaw later asked a mutual friend, Ma Theingi Oo, to give the magazine back 

to Aung Myo San.  Khin Kyaw argued that he safeguarded his friend’s privacy and never looked at the 

contents inside the bag, therefore he was not guilty of the charge. 

4. Both U Ba Myint and U Ba Tint testified that had the four FDB documents in their possession and 

reviewed them at U Ba Tint’s home.  U Ba Tint stated that he tried to make a photocopy of two of the 

four documents for his own use to read at a later time; however, the employee at the photocopy shop 

would not copy them since they contained the word “democracy.”  They argued that they never 

photocopied or distributed any of the documents. 
 

Rangoon Divisional Court Judge U Thaung Tun declared, “These documents are found to have text that is 

seditious against the ruling military government… These are written intentionally to sow dissension among 

the people, between the people and the armed forces, between the armed forces and the government and 

within the armed forces, thereby undermining law and order, and public security.  The defendants have 

planned to copy and distribute those papers in their possession to the public and handed them over from one 

to another for study.  While doing so, they were taken into custody.  Hence, it is evident that all defendants 

have intentionally acted to obstruct or damage law and order maintaining tasks of state armed forces or crime-

fighting forces.” 
 

On 13 June 2005 in a closed-court decision, U Thet Naing Aung and all four of his co-defendants were 

handed a 20-year life sentence under the following law: 

1. Endangering National Convention Law No. 5/96, Section 3:  Criticism of the national convention and 

constitution-writing process (Life Imprisonment of 20 years) 
 

In addition to the above sentence, U Thet Naing Aung was sentenced to an additional eight years 

imprisonment under the following laws: 
1. Law Amending the Myanmar Immigration (Emergency Provisions) Act of 1947, Law No. 2/90, Section 

13(1) – Crossing an international border without permission (5 years) 

2. Unlawful Association Act of 1908, Section 17(1) – For participating in an unlawful association (3 Years) 

(DVB 13Jun2005 and AAPP) 
 

On 13 June 2005 Democratic Voice of Burma reported, “The five [men] have never been allowed to see their 

family since they were arrested [in December 2004] and none of them were given access to legal 

representatives.” 
 

Nearly four months after the 13 June 2005 sentencing, the courts finally released the requested case file on 5 

October 2005 to the National League for Democracy legal advocates who proceeded with filing an appeal. 

(DVB 06Oct2005)  On 10 October 2005 the lawyers filed an appeal on behalf of the five men; however, on 

18 November 2005 the Supreme Court in Rangoon rejected the appeal, refusing to reconsider the life 

sentences. (DVB 18Nov2005) 
 

*This profile was prepared by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) on 21 December 2009.* 
 


